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Rental Pre-Inspection Checklist 

Rental property inspections are conducted once every two years.   Using this pre-inspection checklist may help in 
avoiding a lengthy inspection and potentially incurring reinspection fees.  Although not all inclusive, this list contains 
violations that are commonly cited during routine inspections.  If you have any questions, please contact our office at 
734-822-3125.  
 
Exterior 

• Street numbers are visible from the road for each unit or home. (4-inch high minimum). 
• Siding and paint is in good condition. 
• The garage and other out buildings are in good condition. 
• Steps, decks, and landings are in good condition and safe to use. Stairs must have uniform rise and 

tread depths. 
• Every handrail and guard is firmly fastened, capable of supporting normally imposed loads and 

maintained in good condition.         
• Trash and debris is to be properly stored and the premises kept clean of trash and debris. 
• Gutters, downspouts and extension are clear and in good condition. 
• Roof and covering (shingles, rolled roofing, etc.) are in good condition. 
• Chimney and flashing is in good repair and properly installed. 
• Driveways and walkways are in good repair. 

Windows  
• No cracked or broken window panes and glazing is in good condition. 
• All operable windows must have screens in good condition (no rips, tears, or holes) between April 1st 

through November 1st.  
• All window frames, sashes, and sills are be in good condition, weatherproof and have operable built-

in locking devices (sash locks). 
Doors  

• All exterior doors must have an approved operable deadbolt (cannot be double keyed). 
• All exterior doors must be weather-tight. 
• Main entry door must have a wide-angled peephole if there is no window in the door or sidelight 

immediately next to the door. 
• All doors open and close easily and all hardware is secured. 
• Screen and storm doors is in good condition, with adequate hardware. 
• In a multi-family unit, where required, fire doors must properly self-close and latch. 
• In a multi-family unit, all exterior doors into a common hallway must properly self-close and latch 

and also lock. 
Surface coverings  

• All walls and ceilings shall be free from peeling paint and loose plaster. 
• All walls, ceilings, or floors must be in a sound, solid condition.  All repairs are to be completed in a 

workman-like manner. 
• The floor coverings shall be in good condition and easy to clean. 
• Carpet is in good repair and able to be kept in a sanitary condition. 
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Electrical  

• All cover plates for outlets, switches, and junction boxes must be in place. 
• Closet light fixtures must have globes and properly secured to the junction box. 
• All breakers and fuses must be properly sized and in good shape.  All fuses must be “S” type.  The 

breaker/fuse box covers must be in place. 
• Must maintain a minimum of 3’ clearance in front of the electrical panel. 
• Water meter must be properly bonded. 
• Garbage disposal is functional and wiring is secured with an electrical clamp. 
• Outlets are wired properly (3 pronged outlets must show that it is grounded). 
• Existing GFCI outlets must properly function when tested. 
• Outlets replaced near the kitchen and bathroom sinks must be GFCI protected. 
• Habitable rooms must have 2 separate duplex outlets and a wall switched light fixture or outlet. 

Mechanical  
• Each habitable room must have a positive heat source capable of providing adequate heat as 

required by code.  Electric portable heaters are not permitted as the primary heat source.  
• All bathroom ventilation fans must have adequate draw and vent directly to the outside. 
• Furnace Inspection/Service Report to be completed a minimum of every 4 years. 
• Furnace filters are clean and in good shape. 
• There is a clear opening around the furnace and water heater. 
• Dryer must be vented to the outside with properly installed approved metallic materials. 

Plumbing 
• All supply and drain lines are in good repair and free from leaks.  Pipes must be supported and drains 

must be free flowing. 
• The water heater must have a T&P relief valve along with an approved blow off pipe that terminates 

within 6” of the floor. 
• Washer must be properly connected and drained.  
• Sink and tub coatings are in good repair and free of rust and chips. 
• Toilet is secured to the floor. 
• Unused drain lines are properly capped. 
• There is adequate hot and cold water pressure; faucets are free of leaks; hot water temperature does 

not exceed 110 degrees. 
Fire/Life Safety 

• There must be an operable smoke alarm properly installed protecting all bedrooms and on each level 
of the dwelling using a minimum of 5 year lithium batteries. 

• Sleeping in the basement is prohibited unless approved by the Department of Building Safety.  
• Minimum bedroom area is 70 square feet.  Citing overcrowding of a unit is at the discretion of the 

Code Official. 
• Appropriate sized fire extinguisher must be permanently mounted in path of egress.  
• Required emergency escape windows and/or second means of egress are not obstructed and properly 

maintained. 
• Required fire escapes are free of damage and are in a structurally sound condition. 

Permits 
• Electrical permits are required for any work other than routine maintenance.  These will only be issued to a 

licensed electrical contractor or the homeowner. 
• Plumbing permits are required for any plumbing work beyond clearing a blocked drain or repairing a leaky 

faucet.  Permits will only be issued to a licensed plumber or the homeowner. 
• Mechanical permits (heating and cooling) are required for work beyond maintenance on these systems. 

Permits will only be issued to a licensed mechanical contractor or the homeowner. 
• Building permits are required for just about anything beyond redecorating.  Most building permits will be 

issued to a licensed contractor or the homeowner. 
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