Pittsfield Charter Township
6201 West Michigan Avenue, Ann Arbor, MI 48108
Phone: (734) 822-3135  Fax: (734) 944-6103
Website: www.pittsfield-mi.gov

Office of the Supervisor

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
AGENDA
September 23, 2021, 8:30 AM
1. Old Business
1.1. Feedback from Preservation Forums in January 2020
1.2. Solar Farm at Wheeler Center
1.3. EV Charging Stations at Township Hall
1.4. Non-Motorized Improvements at PRG II
2. New Business
2.1. Non-Motorized Improvements on Michigan Avenue
2.2. Resolution #21-09 to Recommend Green Building Standards
2.3. Resolution #20-12 to Outline a Sustainability Blueprint
2.4. Next Steps
2.4.1. Membership
3. Liaison Reports
Township meetings are currently being held electronically to comply with Health Department orders
and guidance, and to reduce the risk of spreading disease at a live meeting.
To participate in the September 23, 2021 Sustainability Committee meeting as a member of the
public:
•

For videoconferencing, visit
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88082903886?pwd=RWNhZzFMOEpkNURwd2taUDZyQWk
rUT09 and enter password 482106

•

Call (301) 715-8592 or (877) 853-5257 (toll-free) and enter meeting ID: 880 8290 3886, and
password: 482106

•

iPhone one-tap: +13017158592,,88082903886#,,,,*482106#
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SUMMARY OF RESIDENT FEEDBACK
FROM THE PRESERVATION PUBLIC FORUMS: JANUARY 2020
Expand
Preservation millage
- How much?
- For what purpose?
- What areas/parcels are
targeted for preservation?
(prioritize adjacency to
existing green spaces)
Establish a community foundation
or similar entity for the purpose of
raising monies for green/open space
preservation
Require developers to maximize
preservation of natural features
Require developers donate on-site
land or $ for green space
preservation/expansion
HOA Tree Canopy & Green
Infrastructure Program
Retrofit large commercial parking
lots, especially along Washtenaw and
Carpenter, with green infrastructure
Survey Pittsfield residents for
interest in participating in a PDR
program for their property
Implement a rails-to-trails program
that connects to public parks

Preserve
Misc.
Installation of green infrastructure Reduce traffic congestion, especially
(rain gardens, bioswales, tree at: Michigan Ave; State Rd; Ann
canopies,
pollinators)
along Arbor-Saline; Oak Valley/Waters
transportation
corridors/Green
corridors
Maintain public parks and green Public
engagement
with
infrastructure
homeowners about best practices
such as no fertilizer use, reducing use
of salt, native/pollinator gardens,
green infrastructure, etc.
Implement an invasive species Attract local organic food retailers
control program
Continue cluster and mixed-use Improve transit, especially for
development with multi-modal seniors needing access to daily
transportation access
amenities
Installation of green infrastructure in Institute local waste management
existing green spaces to support options; connect with retailers for
biodiversity
recycling
Require on-site wetland mitigation
Prioritize affordable housing

Adopt
a
fertilizer/pesticide
ordinance to reduce groundwater
pollution
Strengthen ordinance to protect
existing natural features during
development, esp. old growth trees
Increase non-motorized amenities, Consider tax incentives for
especially between residential and developers to add/preserve green
retail and recreational destinations
space
Install EV charging stations
Reduce parking requirements
Gather metrics (measuring green
space) and specify % of Township
budget available for acquisitions

Conduct a survey of township
historical structures
Collaborate with historical society to
reserve open spaces proximate to
historical structures

Grey text identifies initiatives/programs that have either been fully or partially implemented since the public forum was conducted in January 2020
Note: S&P and Moody’s are including resiliency planning and climate action plans as a factor in calculating their ratings. This may be because addressing climate
change in a pro-active manner enhances the long-term financial modeling of communities and corporations.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 15, 2021
Contact:

Mandy Grewal, Supervisor
grewalm@pittsfield-mi.gov, 734.822.3135
Pittsfield’s Multimodal Network Is Catapulted to the Next Level

Pittsfield Township, MI (September 15, 2021): Since 2009, Pittsfield Township has prioritized
improvements to its primary corridors through resurfacing; safety medians, street lighting, addressing
capacity, road diets; installation of multimodal amenities such as greenway, bike lanes, sidewalks, transit,
and mid- block crossings; and, most recently, installation of green infrastructure.
This consistent, focused, and diligent approach has placed Pittsfield Township as a leader within
suburban communities retrofitting their infrastructure to promote not just multimodality but
sustainable transportation in an ongoing effort to reduce carbon emissions and meet the dual mandates
of equity and sustainability.
After a decade of advocacy by the Supervisor's Office, in July of 2020 Pittsfield Township was pleased
to announce receipt of $30 million for improvements to the Michigan Avenue corridor, between Platt
and Carpenter Roads. This project will fully re-construct the bridge at the US-12/US-23 interchange,
re-align the ramps, and expand the existing cross-section along the entire corridor to support a fourlane cross section with a center turn lane.
After some advocacy from the Supervisor’s Office, the Township has secured a revision to the crosssection in that it will now include a 10’ multi-use pathway/greenway along the entire length of the
reconstruction project for Michigan Avenue (Carpenter to Platt) scheduled for 2022-2023. This
expansion of Pittsfield Township’s multimodal infrastructure “is a game changer,” according to
Supervisor Grewal who first began advocating for the project in 2009.
This revision and inclusion of a multi-use pathway catapults Pittsfield’s non-motorized transportation
network from being mostly a recreational one to one where folks can rely on walking and biking (along
with transit) on a daily basis to access employment centers and daily amenities, thereby much more
seamlessly integrating multi-modality into Pittsfield Township’s transportation network. The ultimate
goal, as always, for Pittsfield Township remains to enhance the quality of life for all in our community,
and this project is an important step towards meeting our goal of providing non-motorized amenities to
the many residents in the area that are looking to age in place or reside in multi-unit housing while
having access to recreational, cultural, public, commercial, and open spaces.
If you have any questions, please contact supervisor@pittsfield-mi.gov; 734.822.3135
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @PittsfieldTwp, and sign up for Notify Me! to receive email or SMS alerts.

PITTSFIELD

CHARTER TOWNSHIP

WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RES# 21- 09
RESOLUTION

TO RECOMMEND

TO THE PLANNING

GREEN BUILDING

COMMISSION

STANDARDS

FOR NEW AND RE- DEVELOPMENTS

IN PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP

February 10, 2021

At a Regular Meeting of the Township Board of Pittsfield Charter Township, Washtenaw County, Michigan,
held at the Township Administration Building located at 6201 W. Michigan Avenue, in said Township, on
the 10`' day of February, 2021 at 6: 30 p.m.
Present:

Grewal, Anzaldi, Scribner, Edwards- Brown, Jaffer, Krone, Urda- Thompson

Absent:

None

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Treasurer Scribner and supported by Clerk Anzaldi.

WHEREAS, since 2010, Pittsfield Township' s Master Plan has promoted environmental sustainability
through, among other things, establishment of a multimodal transportation network; infill and mixed- use,
dense development; agricultural and open- space preservation; installation of green infrastructure; and

investment in renewable energy; and
WHEREAS, with the adoption of the Preservation Plan in 2016 and subsequent adoption of the

Sustainability Blueprint in March 2020, the Board of Trustees has committed to moving much more
aggressively on initiatives and programs with the goal of further improving the water, air, and soil quality of
our community;

and

WHEREAS, the Sustainability Blueprint, in particular, outlines specifics steps to implement over the next
five years to achieve

WHEREAS,
that, among

one of

other

trees; ( b) Require

Reduce parking
Incentivize

including

this goal; and

Planning Commission to"... provide for Ordinances
a) Require developers to protect existing natural features, especially old growth

those steps

things,: (

developers

is

to conduct a carbon emissions study

space requirements

developers
installation

to work with the

with a certain ratio

to add/ preserve
of

solar panels

green space; (

and provision

assigned

to meet low emission standards; ( c)

for

electric

and

autonomous

vehicles; (

d)

e) Require developers to build to ' green' standards

of solar-

ready

units";

and

WHEREAS, the Pittsfield Charter Township Board of Trustees is already in the process of approving the
Open Space Preservation Development Option that will maximize protection of natural features and

open/ green spaces along with encourage green building standards for applicable parcels; and
WHEREAS, our goal of improving the water, air, and soil quality for all in our community would not be
achieved if implemented on a case- by-case basis, which implies that similar requirements and considerations
be

made

for

all

new

and

redevelopments,

as

feasible

and appropriate;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Pittsfield Charter Township Board of Trustees strongly

urges and recommends that the Planning Commission take into account the following criteria during the
review and approval process for all new and re- developments
1.

Green

building

ready"

construction standards,"

construction

but

limited

henceforth:
to LEED

certification or practices, " solar
including
EV Ready" and/ or autonomous vehicle parking locations ( either for
not

each unit or at the community level)
2. "

Community" green features, including but not limited to, community compost facilities,
community solar and/ or geothermal energy harvesting capabilities, green infrastructure, parking lot
green infrastructure, rainwater management for irrigation of greenspaces, and" smart lighting" of
sidewalks/

community

spaces

3.

Require soil testing to determine feasibility of installing green infrastructure at and green building
materials for parking lots

4.

Incentivize gas- free buildings for new construction

5.

Rely on carbon- emission studies to make decisions in cases requiring either the elimination or
significant reduction of existing natural features, especially old growth trees, and open/ green spaces
Incentivize investment in Pittsfield Township' s non-motorized infrastructure to connect new and redevelopments with adjacent land uses, including but not limited to, residential, recreational,

6.

commercial, and retail

7.

Require, as applicable, inclusion and integration of greenspaces and greenscapes such as vertical

gardens, tree canopies, art installations, and green roofs into building (re) design
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Pittsfield Township Board of Trustees expresses both its
gratitude and its full support to the Planning Commission in their continued efforts to promote equitable
sustainability in Pittsfield Township.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
AYES:

Grewal, Anzaldi, Scribner, Edwards- Brown, Jaffer, Krone, Urda- Thompson

NAYS:

None

ABSENT:

None

ABSTAIN:

None

RESOLUTION

DECLARED

Mandy Grewal, Supervisor
Pittsfield Charter Township
Dated:

February I ( ,

2021

ADOPTED.

PITTSFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP
WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RES #20-12
RESOLUTION TO OUTLINE A SUSTAINABILITY BLUEPRINT
FOR PITTSFIELD CHARTER TOWNSHIP
March 25, 2020
At a Regular Meeting of the Township Board of Pittsfield Charter Township, Washtenaw County, Michigan,
held at the Township Administration Building located at 6201 W. Michigan Avenue, in said Township, on
the 25th day of March, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.
Present:
Absent:
The following preamble and resolution were offered by ____________ and supported by _____________.
WHEREAS, With the adoption of the Preservation Plan and the Sustainable Pittsfield Master Plan in fall
2019, the Sustainability Committee has discussed ways in which to outline a larger vision for promoting
fiscal, socio-economic, and environmental sustainability in Pittsfield Township; and
WHEREAS, This focus on sustainability has and continues to be an integral part of our work at Pittsfield
Township because of our belief that our region, state, and nation cannot make substantive strides in
combating such challenges as climate change without, first, retrofitting suburbs; and
WHEREAS, The carbon footprint of a typical suburban home is four times greater than that of an urban
dwelling and the majority of Americans (69%) live in suburbs with millennials fueling this trend as they
move from cities to adjoining areas in search of more affordable housing that has multimodal access to
urban and daily amenities; and
WHEREAS, For these reasons, over the past decade, our community has made significant strides in
retrofitting a suburban landscape to provide for: (a) A robust multi-modal transportation network; (b)
Greater density and mix of land uses within form-based districts; (c) An increase in apartment (multi-unit)
and condominium (attached) style housing stock; (d) Implementation of environmentally responsible waste
management; (e) Access to local food options and the protection of farmland; (f) Establishment of
rain/native/pollinator gardens at public facilities and parks; and
WHEREAS, More recently, Pittsfield Township Board of Trustees has approved establishment of the
Green Corridors initiative to improve soil quality, bio-diversity, and run-off water quality along major roads
while also establishing a Tree Canopy & Green Infrastructure (rain/native/pollinator gardens, bioswales)
program at residential neighborhoods; and
WHEREAS, Even as these efforts continue to move us along on our path to a more sustainable future, we
feel it incumbent upon ourselves to formalize a sustainable vision for our community with the adoption of
the Sustainable Pittsfield Master Plan;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Pittsfield Charter Township Board of Trustees, in
outlining a sustainability blueprint for our community, seeks to build upon its work of the past decade and
achieve the following goals over the next five years so we may further enhance fiscal, socio-economic, and
environmental sustainability in our community by 2025 by, among other things,:
• Establishing an Open & Green Space Preservation Program that pursues conservation easements,
land acquisitions, and PDR’s in compliance with the objectives of the Preservation Plan/Sustainable
Pittsfield Master Plan
• Partnering with residential neighborhoods to strengthen and expand on such initiatives as the Tree
Canopy & Green Infrastructure program to provide for native plantings, rain/pollinator and
vegetable gardens
• Working with the Planning Commission to provide for Ordinances that, among other things,: (a)
Require developers to protect existing natural features, especially old growth trees; (b) Require
developers to conduct a carbon emissions study to meet low emission standards; (c) Reduce parking
space requirements with a certain ratio assigned for electric and autonomous vehicles; (d) Incentivize
developers to add/preserve green space; (e) Require developers to build to ‘green’ standards
including installation of solar panels and provision of solar-ready units
• Working with the Park Commission to provide for ADA accessible recreational amenities,
installation of tree canopies, and expansion of community and native/pollinator gardens
• Providing for local waste management services, including recycling and composting, for single family
residential, commercial, and multi-unit housing developments
• Further improving the quality of, and access to, public transit
• Further expanding affordable, multi-unit, and attached housing stock
• Further expanding non-motorized amenities including pedestrian crossings, sidewalks, bike lanes,
and greenways

ROLL CALL VOTE:
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

-

RESOLUTION DECLARED _____________.

_______________________
Mandy Grewal, Supervisor
Pittsfield Charter Township
Dated: March ___, 2020

CERTIFICATE
I, Michelle L. Anzaldi, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution
adopted by the Township Board of Pittsfield Charter Township, County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan,
at a Regular Meeting held on March 25, 2020, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said
meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public
Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made
available as required by said Act.

_______________________________
Michelle L. Anzaldi, Clerk
Pittsfield Charter Township
Dated: March __, 2020
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PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
COMMITMENT STATEMENT
The National Environmental Policy Act, enacted on January 1, 1970, outlines sustainability goals, as
laid out in the Executive Order 13423 and stated herein. Pittsfield Township’s Sustainability
Committee seeks to adhere with and implement these same goals, which are: "to create and maintain
conditions, under which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony, that permit fulfilling the social, economic,
and other requirements of the present and future generations of Americans."
In August 2017, the Pittsfield Township Board of Trustees authorized the creation of the
Sustainability Committee to advise on plans, programs and policies to address sustainability issues
such as:
-

Energy & Climate
Environment & Water Quality
Waste Management
Agriculture & Local Food Access
Facilities & Infrastructure
Transportation
Infill/Redevelopment Practices

The Sustainability Committee held its first meeting on November 2, 2017 and is scheduled to meet
on a quarterly basis to analyze existing and proposed programs/projects/policies within the context
of the issues noted above with the ultimate objective of improving prosperity equitably for all people in
our community and, by extension, nation and planet.
The Sustainability Committee has a liaison from each relevant Board/Commission/Committee to
assist with implementing its recommendations. To that end, the __________________________,
commits to working with our Sustainability Committee liaison and supporting the goals explicated
and outlined herein.

