TAKE ACTION RIGHT NOW.

Data proves that together these eight
policies can decrease police violence by 72%
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The use of chokeholds or other carotid restraint
holds - a physical restraint maneuver that restricts
a person’s blood flow and/or ability to breathe for
the purposes of incapacitation - are strictly
prohibited for all non-lethal force situations.

Officers  will  use
techniques to prevent the need for use
of force and, if the use of force is
necessary, minimize the level of force
used to control resistive subjects. This
includes continually assessing the
situation and modifying the use of force
as circumstances change and in ways

This communication, in keeping with our continued focus on transparency, inclusion, and public engagement, is intended
to provide detailed information on the fact that the Pittsfield Township Department of Public Safety has implemented each
of the above-noted eight (8) recommended policies. Our commitment to and compliance with local, state, and national
best practices in order to maintain the safety and well-being of our community and our personnel is unwavering.

Following is detailed information on Pittsfield Township Department of Public Safety’s compliance with the eight (8)
policies outlined in the #8cantwait national campaign:

de-escalation @ Utilize good communication skills,

providing a warning and exercising
persuasion and advice prior to the use
of force.

Determine whether the officer may be
able to stabilize the situation through
the wuse of time, distance, or
positioning to isolate and contain a

that are consistent with maintaining the
safety of the subject(s), officer(s) and
other uninvolved citizens, including ¢
stopping the use of force entirely when it

subject.
Within the guidelines of de-escalation, officers are
required to gain subject compliance verbally
through de-escalation techniques prior to

Request additional personnel to
respond or make use of specialized

- . . o e : units or equipment, including
resorting to using force, including identifying is no longer necessary. Examples of S ; )

; . : crisis-intervention-team trained
themselves as law enforcement officers and the de-escalation techniques include, but ersonnel as  available  and
intention to shoot (discharge firearm), if lethal are not limited to: P .

appropriate.

force is necessary.

Officers shall intervene during situations/incidents, arrests, and/or
investigations being handled by other officers of the department or
by any other governmental agency when:

Under this provision, any officer, regardless of tenure or rank,
who witnesses another officer use unauthorized force, shall
safely and immediately intervene by verbal and/or physical
means to safeguard the wellbeing of all persons involved.

Officers shall report the incident to their supervisor
immediately following the taking of intervening action, as well
as when there is a failure to intervene, as outlined above.

® Ordered to intervene by a superior officer.

® The intervening officer reasonably believes that a manifest
injustice would result from failure to take action.

® The intervening officer has information or is witness to another
officer’s actions being taken that are clearly outside the scope of
lawfulness and/or department policy and procedures, and/or
when the failure to intervene may result in unnecessary use of
force or injury, unlawful arrest, potential litigation, or other similar
unlawful, negative or improper outcome. Officers shall always use the minimum level of force
necessary to safely achieve lawful control of a resistive
subject. The level of force used by officers must be
objectively reasonable and commensurate with the level
of resistance of the subject to allow control of the subject
with minimal risk of injury to the subject(s), officer(s) and
other persons. The level of force used by officers to
control a resistive subject will be applied incrementally
and commensurately in response to the subject’s actions
and level of resistance.

Officers shall not discharge a
firearm at the operator or
occupant of a moving vehicle
unless the operator or occupant
poses an immediate threat of
death or serious bodily injury to
the officer or another person.

Officers shall not discharge a
firearm from a moving vehicle
unless an immediate threat of
death or serious bodily injury to
the officer or another person is
present and immediate action
must be taken.

Within the guidelines of de-escalation, officers are required to gain
subject compliance verbally through de-escalation techniques
prior to resorting to using force, including identifying themselves as
law enforcement officers and the intention to shoot (discharge
firearm), if lethal force is necessary.

Officers shall document and report any/all use of force promptly,
completely, and accurately to their supervisors in the appropriate
police report and/or “Use of Force” form. Additionally, administrative
reviews will be completed by command staff for all incidents involving
use of force and corrective action taken when appropriate.



