Pittsfield Charter Township
6201 West Michigan Avenue, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
Phone: (734) 822-3135 • Fax: (734) 944-6103
Website: www.pittsfield-mi.gov

Office of the Supervisor

May 18, 2021
Dear Resident:
This is my 6'h and final communication with you, Pittsfield residents living in proximity to Waters
Rd and Oak Valley Rd, regarding the proposed Waters/Oak Valley park. As you know, I've worked
diligently over the past six (6) years to first prioritize, tl1en identify and acquire property tl1rough a
$615,0001viichigan Department of Natural Resources grant, and lastly develop it as a park.
In my letter to you last montl1 (dated April 30 th), I informed you of next steps to finalize park
development at the May 12th Board of Trustees meeting. However, at tl1at May 12th Board of
Trustees meeting, witl1 a 2 (Edwards-Brown, Grewal) to 5 (fupacz-Scribncr, Anzaldi, UrdaThompson, Krone, Jaffer) split, the Trustees punted tl1e decision of if/how to develop the park to
the Park Commission even tl10ugh the Park Conunission ,·oted unanimously, in 2019, to reject
purchase of tl1e property.
, \.t the tin1e, in 2019, I intervened in order to ensure and finalize purchase of the property. Since
tl1en, despite staff and resource constraints along with pandemic-related pressures, I've pursed tl1e
project demanded by the overwhel.tning majority of the 600+ residents that took the Master Plan
survey in 2015. All project information, from 2015-May 2021, can be accessed at:
http://www.pittsfield-mi.gov/wov
Witl1 the majority of Trustees voting not to support any of tl1e options for park development (for
details, reference tl1e above-noted website), the tin1eline for park development is unclear at this time.
Especially since, at the May 12th Board of Trustees meeting, tl1e Park Commission Chair voiced
doubts about pursuing park development at Waters/ Oak Valley, I cannot provide you with any
specific next steps at tl1is time.
In the final analysis - and at tl1e ,·cry least- our team work on tl1e Waters/Oak Valley land
acquisition ensures, for tl1e first time, prm·ision of green / park space in what has, since the 1990s,
been the most densely de,·eloped area of Pittsfield Township.
As always, I am available for questions/ comments and look forward to continue working with and for you.

Best regards,

J:~PhD.
Supervisor

Pittsfield Charter Township
6201 West Michigan Avenue, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
Phone: (734) 822-3135 • Fax: (734) 944-6103
Website: www.pittsfield-mi.gov

Office of the Supervisor

April 30, 2021
Dear Resident

1bis is a follow up from my letter dated February 12, 2021 and the subsequent March 9, 2021 public forum wherein
we requested you to provide the Township with feedback on whether you wanted us to move forward with park
development at the current location or pursue an opportunity to swap land with the private developer Robertson
Brothers in order to locate the park away from the comer of Waters/ Oak Valley and immediately adjacent to the
Hawthorne Ridge neighborhood.
I want to begin by apologizing for the approximately three week delay in sending this communication, which is a
function of the heavy impact COVID-19 has wrought on our administrative Pittsfield T earn this month. That said,
I want to thank all of you who took the time to participate in the survey last month. We received a total of 122
responses with 50.8% of those voting to move forward with park development at the current location and 49.2%
voting to pursue the swap. No doubt, this is almost a 50-50 split!!

In an effort to meet both objectives, the Township planning staff initiated a conversation with Robertson Brothers
this week to request (1) inclusion of a walking path immediately adjacent to Hawthorne Ridge neighborhood (along
with thick green buffering) that would curve along the south side of their proposed development; and (2) inclusion
of some vehicle and bike parking in the northeast part of their site to seamlessly integrate into the public park space.
Discussions and decisions on these requests will, as always, occur publically as part of the site plan review process
at upcoming Planning Commission meetings. If you'd like to stay engaged with the same, you can sign up through
NotifyMe to directly receive Planning Commission (and any other public meeting) agenda packets.
Given that the park development has been much delayed and based on the survey results along with comments
received during the March 9, 2021 public forum, the Township will begin outlining next steps for park development
To that end, we will discuss options, timeline, and implementation at the May 12th Board of Trustees meeting,
hopefully with the participation and involvement of the Park Commission.
The goal/idea is to run the Planning Commission site plan review process parallel with the park development
process such that if/when approved we can provide for a comprehensive public park development that also includes
a walking trail from the Hawthorne Ridge neighborhood along with the vehicle and bike parking. As always, project
updates will be made available at http: //www.pittsfield-mi.gov/ wov
Thank you for your continued partnership with Pittsfield Township.
Best regards,

M
L,Ph.D.
Supervisor
cc:

Pittsfield Township Planning Commission; Park Commission; Board of Trustees

Pittsfield Charter Township
6201 West Michigan Avenue, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
Phone: (734) 822-3135 • Fax: (734) 944-6103
Website: www.pittsfield-mi.gov

Office of the Supervisor

February 12, 2021
Dear Resident
I have been working with you and your neighborhood since 2016 to make available a public park in a part
of Pittsfield (northwest) that no one ever prioritized before. I want to begin by thanking you for your
patience and partnership because the land acquisition for the park has dragged on for five years!! To recap:
1. The 2016 Master Planning process made clear the need for park space in northwest Pittsfield
2. 2017-2018: Supervisor's Office worked with private and government partners to first identify a
parcel and, then, acquire funding to purchase the same
3. 2019-2020: Worked with MDNRE and EGLE to conduct environmental/soil testing to finalize
purchase and ensure safe use of the land for park and recreational purposes
In my May 2016 letter to you, I informed you that the Board of Trustees' supported my suggestion to
acquire the property at the southwest comer of Waters and Oak Valley as a public park. In my September
2019 letter to you, I informed you of the meeting wherein I was requesting the Board of Trustees to counter
the Park Commission's decision not to purchase the property and support its purchase. In my September
2020 letter to you, I informed you of about an upcoming presentation on the proposed development of the
parcels adjacent to the proposed park. At this time:
1. MDRNE/EGLE have approved the parcel, now owned by Pittsfield Township, for park use
2. A private developer, Robertson Brothers, is seeking to develop the three parcels between
Hawthorne Ridge subdivision and the proposed park. Last month, they proposed swapping a larger
portion of those three parcels (approx. 4.5 acres) for the comer Township parcel (approx. 4.0 acres)

The main reason I have unwavering advocated for park land purchase in northwest Pittsfield is to provide
relief from the intense development in a part of our community that has, since 1990s, been at the front-end
of the same. As such, the comer parcel is well-suited to provide for that visual and aesthetic relief. However,
the busy comer and its small size do not lend itself well to many recreational uses. Given these and other
issues that may be of importance to you, I sincerely hope you will be able to attend the virtual public forum
being hosted by us on March 9th at 6:30 pm so we may: (1) Understand your position before responding
to Robertson Brothers' proposal; and (2) Clarify/update your priorities for park development
For details on attending the forum, please go to: htn,://www.pittsfield-mi.gov/WOV. If you are unable to
attend the forum, we will post the presentation at this same webpage. In addition, please feel free to contact
me with questions/input/feedback at grewalm@pittsfield-mi.gov; 734-822-3136. You have been an
integral part of shaping your neighborhood's future, especially in the last five years and I want to thank you
for it. My advocacy and vision only work when I know I am working on your behalf.
Best~

/

Man4
rewal, Ph.D.
Supervisor

Pittsfield Charter Township
6201 West Michigan Avenue, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
Phone: (734) 822-3135 • Fax: (734) 944-6103
Website: www.pittsfield-mi.gov

Office of the Supervisor

September 28, 2020
Dear Pittsfield Township Resident:
You are receiving this letter because your residence is in close proximity to Waters Rd. and Oak Valley Dr.
Last week, Pittsfield Township's planning staff informed me that Robertson Brothers Homes, without their
knowledge/ consent, hosted a public meeting/ forum earlier this month with residents of the Hawthorne
Ridge and Boulder Ridge subdivisions to present a development proposal. Planning staff was made aware of
this when the developer presented them with, what we presume to be is, the same development proposal.
We are communicating with you to let you know that the developer will be presenting their draft concept
development plan to the Planning Commission on November 5th . This meeting will convene at 6:30 pm.
Meeting details, including location and access, can be obtained the Friday prior to the meeting at the
following link (Planning Commission IMost Recent Agenda): http://www.pittsfield-mi.gov/planning
It is our hope that you will attend this meeting so both Planning Commissioners and Planning staff may
obtain your feedback before making any determinations regarding next steps for this project.
If you are unable to attend the meeting, you are welcome to contact our Planning staff directly to obtain
information at 734.822.3105; planning@pittsfield-mi.gov.
Thank you for your partnership with Pittsfield Township. As always, I look forward to working with and for
you as we strive to continually enhance the quality of life for all in our community.

fa y Grewal, Ph.D.
Supervisor

cc:

Ben Carlisle, Pittsfield Planning Consultant
Craig Lyon, Director, Utilities & Municipal Services
Matt Payne, Chair, Planning Commission

Pittsfield Charter Township
6201 West Michigan Avenue, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
Phone: (734) 822-3135 • Fax: (734) 944-6103
Website: www.pittsfield-mi.gov

Office of the Supervisor

September 12, 2019
Dear Resident
I have been in communications with you, over the past three years, with regard to Pittsfield Township's
acquisition process for the 3.98 acre parcel at the comer of Oak Valley and Waters road for use as park
space, proximate to your neighborhood. To summarize these correspondences, they informed you: (a) In
2016, of the Township entering into a lease for the parcel to allow time for grant fund acquisition to offset
the purchase cost; and (b) In 2018, of receipt of the $615,000 of grants monies from Michigan Department
of Natural Resources (MDNR) for the park purchase along with results from a survey we'd conducted to
obtain your input on the amenities you'd like at the park.
Most recently, in February 2019, we hosted a public forum to update you on the project which: (a) informed
you about the delay in acquisition because of soil testing requirements by MDNR; and (b) requested your
input into the concept design we'd compiled based not just on the 2018 survey results but also to
accommodate the Response Activity Plan, required by MDNR, that stipulates for minimal soil disturbance
(more details are available at pittsfield-mi.gov/proposedpark).
In particular, as part of the required due diligence by MDNR prior to grant disbursement, soil samples
found the presence of Selenium, which is limited to this particular site as a result of land fill that was dumped
at this particular site, three/ four decades ago, during the construction of what is now the Cranbrook Whole
Foods. As such, the proposed design entails minimal soil disturbance by way of an above-grade play
structure and walking trails while preserving existing natural areas and cultivating pollinator/native plants.
On July 9th, the MDNR gave Pittsfield Township final approval to acquire the Waters/Oak Valley parcel.
However, two issues have arisen since then:
1. The Park Commission and Board of Trustees (B01) are questioning whether or not to purchase
the property for a public park because of the detection of Selenium.
2. The property owner, with whom the terms of the original lease agreement have expired and who is
receiving other higher offers for the property, is tired of waiting for the final purchase and requiring
the Township to make a decision one way or the other.
As such, I will be taking an agreement to the Board of Trustees to acquire this 3.98 acre parcel of land,
appraised at $1.2 million, for approximately $500,000, which is the cost of the lease payments and match
requirement for the $615,000 MDNR grant. These monies have been budged for in the Township's FY
2019Budget
It continues to be my strong belief that, after historically ignoring green space preservation and park space
acquisition in northwest Pittsfield, which also, paradoxically, has historically experienced the most dense
development because of its closest proximity to the City of Ann Arbor, it is incumbent upon the BOT to
rectify the imbalance and purchase the 3.98 parcel at the comer of Waters and Oak Valley.

Even if, after further and additional expert review, the property is deemed unsuitable for installation of
recreational amenities, purchasing the property allows Pittsfield Township the choice to preserve it as
open/green space or use it as a site for green infrastructure such as pollinator/ native plantings. The
acquisition of this parcel will allow for a neighborhood park/green space, not dissimilar to the many
neighborhood parks peppering the City of Ann Arbor landscape that serve, predominately, to preserve
green space and have no recreational amenities.
Most critically, however, making this purchase will make the parcel unavailable for development. Failure to
acquire this parcel will, once again, make it available for more development in a part of our community
already overwhelmed with the same.
Over the past decade, my administration has moved away from the concept of large park development and
focused on smaller, neighborhood, park spaces that are accessible to pedestrians and bikers living in close
proximity. This is evidenced in the monies expended, over the past decade, on Hickory Woods Park,
Woolley Park, Seyfried Park, and Kirkland Hills Park along with the concept being proposed for the
revitalization of Monti.heller Park. In addition, we are now requiring new residential developments to
designate a portion of the land for park space, as finalized in the site plan for the neighborhood being built
along Ann Arbor-Saline Road, south of Waters and north of Maple roads.
If the Board approves the purchase of the 3.98 parcel at the comer of Waters and Oak Valley, along with
the imposed requirement for the new residential development at Ann Arbor-Saline/ Maple to dedicate the
comer area for park/green space, we can begin rectifying the gross imbalance the currently exists within our
community wherein the northwest area has absorbed the majority of development pressure without gaining
any green space relief.
My decision to take this agreement for discussion and review by the BOT will, I hope, allow us to not only
follow through on our commitment to you for the purchase of this parcel (Resolution #18-22) but also our
repeated commitments toward sustainability, as referenced in the Master Plan and evidenced in the
establishment of the Pittsfield Township Sustainability Committee.
If you'd like an opportunity to give us your input/feedback as the Board of Trustees considers whether or
not to approve the purchase agreement for the Waters/ Oak Valley Park, please note that the Board meeting
is scheduled for September 251h and will be held at Pittsfield Township Administration, Morris Hall, 6201
W. Michigan Avenue at 6:30 pm. In the interim, if you have any questions or need to provide written
input/ feedback, you can contact me at grewalm@pittsfield-mi.gov.
Best regards,

Mmt h.D.
Supervisor

cc:

Pittsfield Township Board of Trustees

Pittsfield Charter Township
6201 West Michigan Avenue, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
Phone: (734) 822-3135 • Fax: (734) 944-6103
Website: w,,yw.pittsfield-mj.gov

Office of the Supervisor

June 6, 2016
Dear Resident
I am writing to share some good news with you. At the May 25th, 2016 Board of Trustees meeting, we voted
to approve entering into a lease-purchase agreement for the acquisition of the property at the southwest
comer of Waters and Oak Valley as a public park.
The lease is for two years to allow us some time to apply for state grants for the purchase of the property.
If we were to purchase the property, we would be ineligible to receive grant funds. As such, by initially using
the lease structure, Pittsfield retains eligibility to apply for grants that can cover the entire purchase price of
the property. This allows us to better utilize the recently approved parks millage renewal to finance
improvements to the site.
Since 2009, my administration has aggressively pursued a strategy of applying for grants funds to ensure we
expand upon the services available to Pittsfield Township residents. This has allowed us to bring in a record
$14 million in grant funds over the past 8 years, and we fully anticipate similar success going forward towards
making this new park a premiere destination for all of you and your families. Once the purchase agreement
has been finalized, I will be back in touch with you as we schedule public input forums to obtain your
feedback on how you envision this space as a public park.
After many years of facing development pressure, the dedication of this parcel as green space is welcome
news to not only you but to the Township as well since we have a vision to provide for a balance between
green and grey infrastructure. Since 2009, we have worked to provide for a seamless network of nonmotorized connectivity and enhanced transit services in the northwest region of Pittsfield Now, in 2016,
to be able to provide for the first-ever park in this dense part of Pittsfield, is an honor and privilege for those
of us that were part of the team that made this park purchase a priority and possibility.

Lastly, and most importantly, I want to thank you for standing up and having your voices heard None of
this would have been possible without your engagement and partnership, and support of the Township's
recent parks millage renewal. You have been an integral part of shaping your neighborhood's future,
especially in the last three years and I want to thank you for it. My advocacy and vision works only when I
know I am working on behalf of you
I look forward to continue working with and for you as we continually move toward further enhancing the
quality of life for all in Pittsfield Township.
Best regards,

!:Ph.D.
Supervisor

